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important, far-reaching legislation.
What we have been considering, Mr.
Speaker, is antiterrorism or
counterterrorism legislation.

This legislation which has come be-
fore the Committee on the Judiciary is
not something that arose simply be-
cause of what happened recently in
Oklahoma, although it has taken on
additional and rather urgent impor-
tance in light of what happened in
Oklahoma.

It is however of concern to a number
of us as conservatives and who were
sent here to the House of Representa-
tives as result of the election last year
to take a very hard look at the power
of the Federal Government to deter-
mine not only if there are cir-
cumstances under which the powers of
the Federal Government may have got-
ten too broad, too large, and too ex-
tended so that we would be looking at
methods to bring back in and rein back
in the power of the Federal Govern-
ment in those instances in which it has
been too broadly construed or has been
extended too far, but also to be very
careful and jealous guardians of those
authorities that currently belong to
States and local communities and to
take a very hard look, a very fair look,
but a very hard look at those areas
where the Federal Government is seek-
ing to expand its authority.

The legislation that we have been
considering in the Judiciary Commit-
tee raises some of these concerns that
I would like to this evening just raise
and alert the people of the United
States of America to.

None of us favor terrorism, and cer-
tainly when we have legislation that is
couched as counterterrorism or
antiterrorism, certainly there is a pre-
disposition, an inclination on all of our
parts to say absolutely, we must pass
whatever legislation is necessary in
order to do everything within reason
and within the bounds of our Constitu-
tion to prevent incidents such as what
happened in Oklahoma recently from
occurring, and to ensure that if it ever
does occur, that our law enforcement
officials and our prosecutors and our
courts have full authority to inves-
tigate thoroughly, to apprehend, to
prosecute, and then to punish to the
greatest extent possible under our sys-
tem of laws those that would per-
petrate such acts on American citizens
or indeed anybody within the geo-
graphic bounds of the United States of
America.

The problem, Mr. Speaker, that we
are facing and that I am personally fac-
ing in the committee with regard to
this legislation, is that it seems to go
beyond what the Government needs in
order to really carry out its respon-
sibility to protect American citizens
against acts of terrorism and to pros-
ecute those who do commit acts of ter-
rorism. It goes beyond what is needed
to simply what some of our law en-
forcement officials and some in our
Government would like to see the Fed-
eral Government have.

It extends the reach, for example, Mr.
Speaker, very broadly beyond the cur-
rent definition of what is terrorism,
and under the legislation that we are
currently considering in the Commit-
tee on the Judiciary, for example, vir-
tually any crime of violence commit-
ted anywhere in our country for what-
ever reason becomes a terrorist action.

Once under the legislation that is
being considered an action becomes or
falls within the definition of terrorism
or terrorist activity or terrorist action,
then a whole series of things occurs
such as loosening of the standard on
wiretap authority, loosening of the
standard on the Federal Government’s
ability and law enforcement’s ability
to obtain certain types of records on
citizens, and so on and so forth.

This is the concern, Mr. Chairman,
and I think we need to be very, very
careful and very jealous that in our un-
derstandable effort and our under-
standable zeal to protect our citizens
against a recurrence of what happened
in Oklahoma that we do not cross over
the line and extend too much authority
to the Government and that we do not
inadvertently trample on some of our
very cherished constitutional rights.
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We are going to be continuing the
markup of this legislation tomorrow.
There will be further refinements to it,
and then, of course, the full House will
have full opportunity to look at this.

But I do have some concerns, Mr.
Speaker, with this legislation, in that
it does seem to go far beyond the cur-
rent bounds of the reach of the Federal
Government and really gets the Fed-
eral Government into a whole range of
activities that, under standards of fed-
eralism, certainly as I and the citizens
of the Seventh District understand
them, say, ‘‘Yes, we do want to have
strong Federal law enforcement, but
that does not mean we want the Fed-
eral Government involved in virtually
every aspect of criminal activity that
might take place anywhere in our
country.’’

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate having the
opportunity to share some of these
concerns, and we will hear more on this
as we continue the deliberations in the
Committee on the Judiciary and on the
full floor.
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TRIBUTE TO RAMSEY CLARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. FOX
of Pennsylvania). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. GONZALEZ] is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
because I was very privileged today to
attend, I think, a very significant cere-
mony in which Ramsey Clark, the
former Attorney General in the Ken-
nedy and subsequent administrations,
from Texas and our area, served, and I
was visited by Maury Maverick, Jr.,
who then escorted me to the ceremony
in the Gold Room today.

And I would like to place in the
record the remarks that Maury Mav-
erick made with respect to Ramsey
Clark. For instance, he points out that
once he was a corporal in the United
States Marine Corps. Once he was the
Attorney General of the United States.
And I was here when he was named At-
torney General and had a lot to do with
working with him.

And Maury says he reminds him very
much of Stephen Crane’s Civil War
novel, ‘‘The Red Badge of Courage.’’

In any event, I was privileged to have
been at this reception earlier this day,
and thanks to Maury Maverick, his fa-
ther, Maury Maverick, Sr., the original
Maury Maverick, was one of those that
first recognized me, totally unknown, a
young student emerging from what we
call the west side of San Antonio, the
Mexican-American section, which at
that time was really, really split and
divided, and it was thanks to their
magnificent friendship that it aroused
in me an interest in political or public
work.

So that I am placing that at this
point in the RECORD, the remarks that
Mr. Maverick prepared honoring
Ramsey Clark, as follows:

Regarding so-called anti-terrorist legisla-
tion, one must face that threat to liberty
and constitutional due process with the
courage of a Ramsey Clark.

If what we are about to have is a new
McCarthy era then I know something about
the terror of the old one. As a member of the
Texas House of Representatives of the 1950s I
was one of the two legislators who filibus-
tered to death the Texas Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee. Are we on the road to
having such committees again?

A paralysis of fear swept America in the
1950s and it will happen again if judges, con-
gressmen, and the President run out on the
Bill of Rights.

The ultimate answer to terrorism is Jeffer-
sonian liberty, three meals a day, and human
dignity.

Democrats with the knowledge of history
of Franklin Roosevelt and Republicans with
a sense of justice of Potter Stewart must
stand up to the emerging new McCarthyism.

The bullies are on the move, The courage
of Ramsey Clark must be shown by lawyers
and politicians if we are not to have a new
McCarthy era.

A new McCarthy era will be a worse dis-
grace than the last one because it will mean
we didn’t learn anything.

My brother and sister lawyers, friends and
fellow citizens, I give you that former cor-
poral in the U.S. Marine Corps and former
Attorney General of the United States:
Ramsey Clark.
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WELCOMING THE PRESIDENT TO
THE BUDGET BALANCING ARENA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. SMITH] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, last night President Clinton un-
veiled his second budget this year. The
first budget actually increased deficit
spending by $200 billion each year and
grew our national debt from the cur-
rent $4.9 trillion up to $7 trillion in 5
years.
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